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estimate o f t.aw t hose dollars...what h a s b ee n t h e a n nu a l
expenditure o f those do l lars? In oth er words, what are the
needs of Nebraskans? Do we have an annual figure on that?

SENATOR VRTISKA: Well, the Labor Department has that. I don ' t
h ave t ha t i n f r o n t o f me r i g h t no w . I c a n c e r t a i n l y g e t t h a t
f or you an d p r o v i d e i t f or you a s so o n a s I ' m a b l e t o t a l k t o
somebody from the Labor Department.

SENATOR JENSEN: W e ll, and I guess my question is the President
d id e x t e n d b e n e f i t s a n o t h er 1 3 we e k s . I s t h a t c o r r e c t ?

SENATOR VRTISKA: Th a t ' s r i g h t .

SENATOR JENSEN: And w h a t d o es t h a t d o t o a f u n d l i k e t h i s b y
e xtend i n g t h o se f i g u r e s? I me an i t d ep e n d s , ce r t a i n l y I wou l d
i magine , o n t h e u ne mp l o y men t nu m b e rs t h a t we h a v e h e r e i n
Nebraska, but do we have any estimation also on how much that is
g oing t o i n c r e a s e t he n e e d f o r t he se f u n d s ? I g u e s s I ' m j u s t
t r y i n g t o l o o k a t t h e ov e r a l l f i sc a l n um b e r s t h a t we h a v e h e r e
in the state. Are they enough? C ertainly we here in the state
have, I think, some real concern or I have a real concern about
the viability of our economy and of the workers in this state,
and I just want to be assured, anyway, t hat there are eno ugh
dollars in the fund to make those payments necessary for those
people who have to turn to these dollars to survive.

SENATOR VRTISKA: I und erstand your c oncern, a nd cert ainly I
think anybody in the workplace understands what you' re saying
and I would...I don't have the facts, it's just a ge neral
observation, bu t it appe ars tha t the cost of u nemployment
benefits have been increasing and will continue to in crease.
That's why th e committee decided the proper thing to do was to
put this money into a trust where it would alleviate some of the
increased costs to the employer as we move d own the road and
have unemployment problems. Certainly they' re not going to get
any less until this economy turns around.

SENATOR JENSEN: We ll, certainly, and if there were some numbers
t ha t c o u l d be s up p l i ed t o t h e b o d y , I t h i nk i t wo u l d b e h e l p f u l
t o a l l o f u s t o ha v e a l i t t l e b e t t e r u nd e r s t an d i n g ab o u t wh a t
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